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SUBJECT: NEPALESE CONTINGENT TO UNEF 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH VISITING BRITISH QUARTERMASTER 
GENERAL, SIR WILLIAM JACKSON, NOVEMBER 15, DCM WAS TOLD THAT 
QUESTION OF BRITISH AIR I TFT FOR NEPALESE CONTINGENT 

TO UNEF HAD BEEN DISCUSSED WITH GON OFFICIALS. SIR WILLIAM 
SAID THAT DURING HIS CONVERSATIONS IN KATHMANDU, HE HAD MADE 
CLEAR THAT BRITISH HAD CAPABILITY TO CARRY OUT AIRLIFT THOUGH 
NOT USING BRITT ANIA AIRCRAFT WHICH CURRENTLY FULLY COMMITTED 
TO SEMI-ANNUAL AIRLIFT OF GURKHAS FROM KATHMANDU TO 
HONG KONG. SIR WILLIAM NOTED THAT ANY DECISION BY BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN UN AIRLFIT DEPENDED ON NUMBER OF 
POLITICAL FACTORS OUTSIDE HIS COMPETENCE, AND HE HAD ONLY 
DISCUSSED WITH NEPALESE TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES OF BRITISH FORCES. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE UNABLE TO JUDGE FROM KATHMANDU PERSPECTIVE 
THE MANY FACTORS, POLITICAL AND OTHERWISE, WHICH MUST GO INTO 
CHOICE OF AIRLIFTING COUNTRY FOR CONTINGENT IN UNEF. WE HAVE 
NOTED THAT CURRENT THINKING OF UN SECRETARIAT IS THAT U.S.S. R. 
SHOULD PERFORM AIRLIFT FOR NEPALESE. GIVEN SOVIETS' LACK OF 
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SENSITIVITIES, IT SEEMS TO US THAT IDEA OF BRITISH AIRLIFT IS ONE 
WELL WORTH PURSUING. CERTAINLY THEY HAVE NECESSARY EXPERIENCE IN 
AREA AND APPARENTLY HAVE LOGISTICAL CAPABILITY SUFFICIENT FOR 
PURPOSES REQUIRED. WE BELIEVE NEPALESE, IF GIVEN A CHOICE, WOULD 
ALSO WELCOME BRITISH INVOLVEMENT IN AIRLIFT. 

CARGO 
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